EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

As French nusic plays in the background, two guys and two
girls, all of themin their md-twenties, stroll to a shaded
area of the cenetery beneath a large tree.

The girls are Agathe and Marine. The guys are Benjam n and
Ni co.

One of the guys carries a classic-looking picnic basket.
Anot her carries a bag that contains a picnic basket.

They set up their picnic station, |aying down the
red- and- whi te checkered picnic bl anket, setting the picnic
basket in the m ddle.

The picni c basket contains whol e wheat baguettes, bottles of
wi ne, a bottle of mneral water, Jarlsberg cheese, a pint of
fresh figs, plastic cups, two Opinel knives, a corkscrew.

Ni co passes out cups to everyone.

AGATHE
It doesn't feel like it's been a
year.

MARI NE
Ri ght.

NI CO

Fam |y reunion picnic.
Benj ami n takes out a bottle of w ne, exam nes the date.

BENJAM N
2012.
(exam nes the date)
Alittle ironic, don't you think?

NI CO
Huh?

BENJAM N
The date. 2012.

NI CO
Ch. It’s not like | had to pay for
it.

AGATHE
He never paid for anything when we
wer e dating.



MARI NE
(eyeing NNco with a smrk)
Wll, heis French. It is in his
nat ur e.

BENJAM N
So, he was born that way.

AGATHE
He’'s just cheap. Don’'t neke
excuses for him

BENJAM N
(to Agat he)
He paid for your ring.

AGATHE
No. He didn't.
BENJAM N
On man. Ha ha ha.
MARI NE
He is French. It is the way he is.

NI CO waves for soneone to pass himthe wine. He fills his
cup. Takes a big drink.

BENJAM N
He is consistent, no?

NI CO
This is what | ove does to you.
This is what |love did to ne.

AGATHE
Ch ny. |Is that what it’'s called.
BENJAM N
H's definition of |ove.
AGATHE
Love is a commtnent, not a
feeling.
NI CO
And drinking hel ps ne feel that way
comm tted.
BENJAM N

To a nental institution.



Marine acts like she is in a straight jacket.
| aughs. Agathe, taking this conversation seriously, |ooks
at themboth with frustration, then back at N co.

NI CO
When | drink, | have a feeling. |
feel that | can | ove.

AGATHE
Love is nore than a feeling.

NI CO
Love cannot be defined. To do so
reduces it to sonething that can be
under st ood. | f one under st ands
love, then it ceases to remain a

nystery.

MARI NE
He's smart when he’s drunk

NI CO
(over | appi ng)
Love remai ns | ove because it is a

nmystery.

BENJAM N
He just sounds that way because
you’' re drunk, too.

MARI NE
Ha ha ha.
NI CO
It’s like art. |If you can define

it, you reduce it’s meaning
because, then, you break it down to
a craft. What nmekes art good is
when it cannot be defined. Samne
with | ove.

BENJAM N
Brrrr.

AGATHE
That’ s what | keep saying. Love is
a comm t ment.

NI CO
(to Agat he)
| amcommtted to you

Benj am n



BENJAM N
VWhen he’s drunk.

AGATHE
Exactly.

MARI NE
Let’s tal k about sonething
different. It’s not |Iike we see

each other often anynore.

BENJAM N
(to Marine)
You would like to see ne nore
often? | always knew you had

feelings for me. Take ny hand.

AGATHE
Only if there’s noney init.

BENJAM N
Ha ha ha. You have to take nmy hand
to find out.

MARI NE

(raises cup)
Here’s to us and the once a year

pi cni ¢ gat heri ng.

BENJAM N
Her e, here.

MARI NE

(over |l apppi ng)
Cheers.

NI CO
(over | appi ng)
says sonme French expression

AGATHE
(eyes bottle of w ne)
2012. Did you buy it on purpose.

NI CO
Yes.

AGATHE
(sarcastic)
Awmwv.  How t hought f ul .
(1 ooks around)
Sonetinmes, | think about what
happened.



BENJAM N
Why? There is nothing to be done.

AGATHE
| don’t know.

NI CO
Yeah, to be honest, | think about
it, too.

AGATHE

| wonder what happened to the
driver. Was he even charged?

BENJAM N
The judge found himnot guilty.
They said it was an acci dent.

AGATHE
Ughh. This is not justice.

MARI NE
He had a good | awyer.

NI CO
Hopefully, he has the guilt to deal
with.

AGATHE
Not if there’'s no punishnment for
what he did.

BENJAM N

You want himin jail? That would
make you feel better?

AGATHE
Yes.
NI CO
Me, too.
MARI NE
You don’t trust the system
AGATHE
No. | call it the shitstem because
the people in control are full of

shit.
BENJAM N and MARI NE | augh



NI CO
Neither dolI. | was in Iceland
| ast nonth. You know what they
di d?

AGATHE

(over | appi ng)
How was it? Did you visit the
vol canoes?

MARI NE
(overl appi ng)
Vol canoes?

AGATHE
(overl appi ng)
| want to go to Icel and.

BENJAM N
Then go.

NI CO

(over | appi ng)
I nstead of bailing out the bankers,
they put themin jail. The
governnent took control fo the
banks.

AGATHE
(to Nico)
Why didn’t you invite ne to go with
you?

NI CO
| wanted to go al one.

AGATHE
You hate to be al one.

MARI NE
| was in Italy |last week. The
sout h.

BENJAM N
| was sone place you’ ve never been.

MARI NE
Ch yeah? \Were?

BENJAM N
Qut er space.



MARI NE
(1 aughi ng)
Yeah, right.
BENJAM N
| was. | snuck on board the space
shuttle. It’s not like they're
going to see ne.
AGATHE
Don’t they have heat sensors?
NI CO
Did you really go?
BENJAM N
| did. It was beautiful. The

earth. Space. Stars. |
understood ny place in the

uni ver se.

NI CO
We don’t have a place in the
uni ver se.

AGATHE

O course we do. W see life for
what it really is, nore so than we

did before.

MARI NE
| agree.

AGATHE

| realized sonething | ast week.

(beat)

| can hear better. Sounds t hat

| ' ve never heard before.
(beat)

Sonetinmes, | can hear the equator.

The canera pans out, revealing that the four friends are
having a picnic in a cenetery. The canera pans |eft,
revealing a md-fifties gentleman and his wife | eaving
flowers at a series of four tonbstones.

He |l ays flowers at the tonbstones and they bl ow away, toward

the group of four having the picnic.

As the flowers bl ow

toward the picnic cloth and provisions, we see that the four
pi cni c people are not there. The picnic provisions renain,

and the flowers |and at the basket.



